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Summary

Unofficial

Summary 2025/4
23 July 2025

Chronology of the procedure (paras. 1-36)

The Court first recalls that on 12 April 2023, the Secretary-General of the United Nations
officially communicated to the Court the decision taken by the General Assembly of the
United Nations (hereinafter the “General Assembly™) to submit to it the questions set forth in its
resolution 77/276 adopted on 29 March 2023.

The resolution reads as follows:

“The General Assembly,

Decides, in accordance with Article 96 of the Charter of the United Nations, to
request the International Court of Justice, pursuant to Anicle 65 of the Statute of the
Court, to render an advisory opinion on the following que:

‘Having particular regard to the Charter of the United Nations, the

International Covenant Civil and Political Rights, the Interna onal
Cover Social and Cultural Rights, the United Nations
Framewq on Climate Change, the Paris Agreement, th
United on on the Law of the Sea, the duty of due

g:lzed in the Universal Declaration of Human
5 nciple of signifi harm to the envi
and the dtylop tectandp erve the marine environment,

(a) What are the obligations of States under i i law to ensure the
pmcectmn of the hm te system and th pan of the environment
from of es for States and for

present and future generation:

(b) What are the legal under these obligations for States
where they, by their acts and omissions, have caused significant harm

[E[{% : https://www.icj-cij.org/case/187
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Source: UNFCCC “Nationally determined contributions under the Paris Agreement: Synthesis report by the secretariat”
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